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• Transportation and Storm Water Department noticed 
pavement cracking on Coast Boulevard, and hired TerraCosta
to perform a geotechnical survey and evaluation.

• The evaluation concluded that there is a high probability of 
collapse of additional supporting roof rock resulting in the 
formation of voids or sinkholes causing damage to the street 
and utilities and/or injury or death due to a vehicle or 
pedestrian falling into a sinkhole.

Coast Blvd Sea Cave Emergency 
Stabilization
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August/September 2019
- Development Services issued an Agreement for an         

Emergency Coastal Development Permit and Site 
Development Permit (PTS No. 644723)

- CEQA statutory exemption (Emergency Project) issued
- Coastal Commission notified of emergency project
- Regional General Permit 63 approved by U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers and Regional Water Quality Control Board 
- As-needed emergency contractor hired to immediately start 

construction

Emergency Authorization
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The construction activities are as follows:
• Make sure there are no marine animals in the cave
• Block the cave entrance with sand bags and concrete blocks
• Install temporary metal plate at face of bluff
• Ten 12” injection holes and one 36” access hole were drilled 

from the road in order to pump concrete into the cave from 
the top

• Manually fill in crevices with erodible slurry via hose
• Pump the rest of the erodible concrete
• 608 cubic yards of erodible concrete was used to fill-in the 

cave.

Scope of Work
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• Additional scope of work included:

- Storm drain replacement (construction activities crushed    
the existing storm drain system)

- Road repair impacted by construction equipment and cave 
depression

Scope of Work (continued)
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• Consolidated after-the-fact Coastal Development Permit 
processed and approved by the California Coastal Commission 
in February 2021

• City of San Diego Development Services Department is 
currently processing the after-the-fact Site Development 
Permit (PTS No. 659359)

• Requesting a formal recommendation of approval from the La 
Jolla Community Planning Association to finalize the after-the-
fact Site Development Permit

After-the-Fact Permitting
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Questions?
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