
A-10
Thursday, Oct. 7 �,�1�9�8=-2 --:-d:L�A�J O:=;:L :;

LA 
;;::

L
;;

l
;;;
G

;::H;::T::;:_ 

� -�»: • 
.

.... · =� 

•· 

.,� .. 
. 4' 

• ·  -� .. .• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Photo by Mike Krey 

Authorities say an act of vandalism recently destroyed a longtime

shack that stood on Windansea Beach, off Neptune Place near

Rosemont Street. Police said it appeared that chains attached to

a vehicle were used to haul down the public structure. The shack

was popular with beach visitors who could sit inside and enjoy

scenic coastal views. However, some nearby residents say the

shack was a nuisance and was troublesome for the neighborhood.

At this point, Capt. Bill Norton of the City Lifeguard Services 

Department said plans call for the eventual replacement of the

shack. ··sut other projects have a higher priority, so it's impossible

to say when it will be replaced,'' he said.
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The belvedere at the southern end of Scripps Park PHOTOS BY ASHLEY MACKIN-SOLOMON 

- Historical look at the •signatures of cove beaches'

This is the outhern-most belvedere along Coas Boulevard. 

BY ASHLEY MACKIN-SOLOMON 

F
or more than 100 years, La Jolla has 
had unique trademarks along its 
coastline: sheltered belvederes that dot 

Coast Boulevard. 
Perhaps as old as La Jolla itself, these little 

open-sided huts have been described as 
"signatures of cove beaches" and are still 
used in their historic way. Belvedere means 
'
1beautiful to vie\Y" in Italian. 

La Jolla Historical Society historian Carol 
Olten is working on a piece for the Historical 
Society's TimeKeeper publication about these 
seaside fixtures, and shared some of her early 
discoveries with the Light. 

"They've likely been around since La Jolla's 
early days," Olten said. "I think their 
construction was an outgrowth of that 
whole movement in the 19th and early-20th 
centuries with this idea that you'd have a 
healthful life if you went and sat by the 
ocean and breathed in the salty air. 
Obviously, people wanted to sit, ut n t in 
the sunlight." 

Another working theory is that because 
the Scripps sisters (Ellen Browning and 
Virginia) were from England, h re this 
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practice was common, they probably had a 
hand in their installation. 

"In La Jolla's early days, people built things 
to make the beach a little friendlier; these 
belvederes fall under that category," Olten said. 

In her book, "La Jolla Then and Now," 
Olten reports that La Jolla was first settled in 
the 1880s, and was immediately established 
as a "seaside community known for 
incredible beauty and natural wonder, 
shores washed by the surf of the Pacific, and 
hillsides by jagged sandstone cliffs rising 
from the sea.'1 

The book contains a photograph, dated 
1900, of a group of women sitting under a 
belvedere next to an undeveloped coastline. 
The caption reads: "Belvederes were built 
along La Jolla beaches in the early days to 
afford semi-sheltered spots to enjoy ocean 
views. This on at The Cove had a 
particularly decorative ouch with Gothic 
tracery along the roofline, and board and 
batten siding around the skirt. There is also a 
hand-made wooden bench sitting outside of 
it. Today, the belvederes remain a signature 
of cove beaches maintained by the City of 
San Diego. This one is at the same site as the 
older one, but all hints of Gothic Revival 
architecture have been long lost." 

La Jolla architect, beach-access advocate 
and historical researcher, Anthony Ciani, 
added: "I recall that one of the early site 
plans for the Ellen Browning Scripps Park 
referred to the green shelters as ' ergolas.' " 

Several decades went by between the 
belvederes' installation - and in some cases 
replacements - before a few more 
belvederes were added to the lineup, one 
with a very specific purpose. Ciani said this 
one was built on he east end of the 

,, In La Jolla's early 

days, people built 

things to make the 

beach a little 

friendlier; these 

belvederes fall under 

that category. ,,

- Carol Olten

La Jolla Historical Society historian 

Children's Pool as a Ground Observer Core 
for air raids during World War II (1939-1945). 

"(It) was not really a picnic 'shelter,'" he 
said. "It continued to be used as a lookout 
into the rnid-1950s as a ground observation 
station that spotted and identified all aircraft 
types, direction time and approximate 
height. Then it became a lifeguard (lookout) 
for the Children's Pool. In the rnid-1950s, it 
became the permanent lifeguard station for 
the Children�s Pool." 

When a more formal lifeguard station was 
constructed in the late 1960s, the lookout 
was demolished. 
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Sponsored Co 1ten 

e for a 
Is your child not reaching his/ 
her full potential, academically, 
socially or emotionally? Or are 
they slipping through the cracks 
of the one-size-fits-all approach 
of a large school? 

It may be time for a Sea Change 
in their education. 

Located in downtown Del Mar, 
Sea Change Preparatory is 
a unique K-12 "micro-school" 
that empowers each student to 
achieve new levels of success. 

Our WASC-aocredited program 
i highly personalized, allowing 
students to explore their own creativity, enhance their strengths, and 
conquer challenges. 

Discover the many benefits of a Sea Change education at 
www.seachangeprep.com. Fall enrollment open now. 
Call 619-450-9925 
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"In 1967 /68, the then-new lifeguard 
station was built at the former 'point watch' 
where the now-new station is located," Ciani 
continued. "The old air raid/lifeguard station 
was demolished in 1968 and the land was 
left vacant until early 1990s, when the 
current green shelter replica was built and 
privately funded, but as part of the La Jolla 
Parks & Beaches committee." 

The replica green shelter was based on 
drawings of original structures. 

- Thete are five belvederes along the one
mile stretch of Coast Boulevard from where
it splits from Coast Boulevard South to The
Cove.

There is a beach-view gazebo on private 
property near the end of Whale View Point 
at the south end of Coast Boulevard, but the 
first public belvedere is a few feet to the 
north. This first belvedere has an open-roof 
trellis and is painted forest green, with 
built-in benches and a clay tile floor, and has 
been decorated with palm frond thatches 
and a small surfboard fascia. 

For about half a mile up the road, there are 
only unshaded picnic benches and park 
spaces. But at the Children's Pool, just north 
of the lifeguard tower, there is a well-used 
belvedere overlooking Children's Pool 
beach. Along the edge of Scripps Park, there 

An historical photo of an early belvedere in La Jolla COURTESY 

are three belvederes. 
That is where the trail seemingly runs 

cold, as Coast Boulevard veers to the left to 
the Coast Walk Trail up to Torrey Pines Road, 
and straight up to Prospet1 Street. 

Previous incarnations were designed in a 

Spanish-style, with a clay tile roof and 
built-in benches and picnic table, and tile 
floor; but when replaced under the City's 
care, have become a more unified to also be 
forest green with simple benches. 

City spokesperson Tim Graham confirmed 

that the ity does handle maintenan on 
these belvederes. "Staff will monitor t m for 
trash removal and graffiti regularly, nd 
report any other maintenance issu s, bu 
they will also conduct repairs as � if the 
public notifies staff," he said. 

In areas such as Bird Rock, rath r than 
belvederes, there are cement d, and 
sometimes landscaped, overlooks. In 
WindanSea and the Hermosa area , th focus 
is on pocket parks and beach-a ess points. 

The future of belvederes 

At the Aug. 27 La Jolla Parks & Be· ch 
meeting, trustee and WindanSea resident 
Melinda Merryweather announc 1:riends of 
WindanSea would like t reconstruct a 
belvedere that once stood on the o can side 
of Neptune Street, betw n Palom· r Str t 
and the pump station. It wa 1i ved to 
have been tom down in the I 90s by a 
resident. 

"There is still a platform when the 
belvedere used to be, and people bring 
umbrellas and post them up there. It would 
be exactly like the ones (along Coast Blvd. 
and) at Children's Pool," she said, adding 
that the Friends of WindanSea would pay for 
it. Specifics, such the cost and r nderings, she 
said, would be provided at the next La Jolla 
Parks & Beaches meeting, 4 p.m. Monday, 
Sept. 24 at Rec Center, 615 Prospect St. 
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Thank you for the initiative by the Friends of Windansea to reconstruct the Kolmar Street 
Belvedere. The belvederes have long been a cultural landscape feature of La Jolla's 
coastline, and a welcome retreat for residents and visitors alike. They appear in 
photographs of La Jolla's earliest developments and into the present day-and thanks to 
your efforts, will serve future beachgoers, sightseeers, and surfers. 

We applaud your work to restore one of these iconic structures, and lend our support to the 
effort. The Society greatly appreciates and encourages this reconstruction, and 
congratulates you on the provisioning of resources for the work and the research undertaken 
on the design. 

s�� 

Heath Fox 
Executive Director 
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1. ALL LUMBER TO BE FSC-CERTIFIED

DIMENSIONAL CONSTRUCTION GRADE

REDWOOD

2. ALL LUMBER TO BE DOUBLE PRIMED AND

PAINTED WITH 'DURALUX' MARINE PAINT

FRAZEE AC093N 'ALLIGATOR GREEN'
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