
 

REMLEY PLACE AND ROMERO DRIVE NEIGHBORS 
AUGUST 1ST, 2020 
La Jolla Development Permit Review Committee 
La Jolla Community Planning Association 
P.O. Box 889 
La Jolla, CA 92038 
 

Dear La Jolla Development Permit Review Committee: 

The purpose of this letter is to express our strong opposition to the proposed dwelling at 7342 

Remley Place on the basis of numerous concerns with the design, size, and scope of the 

plans.   

SIZE 

In the La Jolla Community Plan and Local Coastal Use Program, the Vision Statement 

identifies one of the primary community issues: 

Some redevelopment of properties in the single dwelling unit neighborhoods has not 

reflected the traditional bulk, size and scale of those neighborhoods.  

The proposed home at 7342 Remley Place is precisely the type of redevelopment described 

as a primary concern in the Community and Coastal plan. 

Specifically, the current Remley plan almost triples the size of the existing home (from 1,608 to 

4,685 square feet), including a third level and five car garage (3+2) on a 0.2 acre homesite, 

with unprecedented access from both Romero Drive and Remley Place.   

The proposed plans for 7342 Remley Place eclipse the neighboring homes in relation to 

square footage/lot size and height, specifically ignoring the natural topography of the lot.  By 

designing the third level on the East side of the lot, resting on the portion with the highest 

elevation, the already sizable proposed home will present a towering and intrusive feel from 

both Remley Place and Romero Drive.  In the hills of the Country Club, the houses respect the 

rich topography and green spaces afforded to the neighborhood.  The proposed house on 

Remley Place does not.  Additionally, this design will obscure ocean, town and golf course 

views for at least five homes on Remley Place, including multiple historically designated 

properties.  Finally, building a home of this magnitude will create an “arms race” for the rest of 
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the neighborhood, changing the development of current and future homes relative to 

building height and lot coverage.  Allowing this design to move forward will establish a 

precedent that will fundamentally change the fabric of the neighborhood. 

TRAFFIC SAFETY AND DESIGN 

As traffic veers around the corner on Romero Drive, the rear garage and driveway would 

create a tremendous safety hazard as visibility is limited and, regretfully, traffic speed is a big 

issue with teenagers, construction workers, and other residents driving to and from the 

overlook at the top of the neighborhood.  It is an accident waiting to happen. 

With a rear driveway and very limited parking in front (Remley Place), one could reasonably 

assume that visitors will park along Romero Drive, further increasing the likelihood for an 

accident on the narrow street with restricted visibility and no shoulder. 

The rear garage and driveway is an unprecedented, disruptive, and unnecessary design 

element, directly contradicting the look and feel of our charming neighborhood.  To the best 

of our knowledge, this would be the only home in the neighborhood with dual street access 

from both the front and rear of the property. 

The impact of this design extends beyond the residents of Remley Place and Romero Drive, 

including Carrizo Drive and other contiguous streets.  Additionally, because Romero Drive is a 

very popular hiking and biking route with breathtaking views at the La Jolla Natural Park, this 

design would be felt by many other La Jolla residents trying to enjoy the natural beauty of our 

neighborhood.   

CONSTRUCTION DISRUPTION 

The proposed home at 7342 Remley Place calls for at least 70 truckloads of dirt removal and 

associated noise pollution and traffic.  Additionally, due to the magnitude of the designed 

home, with two street access, the traffic impacts will extend beyond what could reasonably 

be expected for new home development.   

REAR HILL STABILITY 

As stated in the La Jolla Community Plan, “the seismic and geological instability of the area 

should be a consideration” [when planning new projects].  
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A study is being commissioned to investigate serious concerns about the 7342 Remley Place 

plans and the impact on the stability of neighboring properties. As the current plan entails 

removing 70 truckloads of dirt, there must be a consideration for the foundational integrity of 

the neighborhood, respecting the geologic limitations of our area. 

SUMMARY 

The mission and essence of the LJCPA was captured by Committee Member Greg Jackson in 

his Candidate Statement:   

Through its decisions, LJCPA must strike the right balance among the interests of 

neighbors, neighborhoods, the community, the city, and even the state, not to 

mention the past and the future—and do so regardless of Trustees’ personal stylistic 

preferences, and in ways that provide guidance for the future. 

While our neighborhood is welcoming to new residents and understanding of their right to 

renovate and construct new homes, the undersigned are in agreement that the current plan 

is excessive and, if allowed to proceed, will significantly detract from the feel and charm of 

our streets.  We believe there is a path forward in designing and constructing a beautiful 

home that respects the size and topography of the lot, the style of the neighborhood, and 

the safety of the community.  

The neighbors of Remley Place and Romero Drive appreciate the service that the LJCPA 

provides in protecting the La Jolla community at large and ask that the Committee considers 

and weighs the aforementioned concerns regarding the planned residence at 7342 Remley 

Place. Thank you for your consideration.  
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Respectfully,  

 
 

 

 

LT Sarah Fogleman, MD  
Scott Manoogian 
7324 Remley Place 
 
 

Jerry McPeters 
7315 Remley Place 

 

 
 

 
 

Victoria Baron 
Moises Baron 
7374 Romero Drive 
 
 

Sidney Smith, MD 
Lucy Smith 
7330 Romero Drive 

 
  

 
Emma Sebrechts 
Christopher Sebrechts, MD 
7320 Romero Drive 
 

Robert Tilghman 
Jackie Tilghman 
7308 Romero Drive 

 
 

 

Kent McNeil 
Tiffany Mitchell 
7365 Remley Place 

Leila Seyedmadani PE 
Structure Engineer, Bridge Design 
7318 Brodiaea Way 
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Jonathan Schmock 
7345 Remley Place 

Elias and Catherine Lazarides 
7260 Romero Drive 

 
 

Maxine Snyder 
7280 Romero Drive 

Ryan Nguyen 
7285 Carrizo Drive 

 


