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The LJ Community plan calls for “development compatible with the existing 

residential scale.”  It asks to “avoid extreme and intrusive changes to the 

residential scale of the neighborhood” with “harmony with the transitions 

between new and older structures”. 

“Structures with front and side yard facades that exceed one story should slope or 

step back additional stories, up to the 30-foot height limit, in order to allow 

flexibility while maintaining the integrity of the streetscape and providing 

adequate amounts of light and air.” 

This project does not achieve any of the above requirements of the Community 

Plan because of an obvious plan to circumvent the Municipal Code.  The area of 

the carport is not counted in the FAR according to the Code but garage areas are 

included.  We are seeing new and spec development of large houses that seem 

really out of scale with the rest of the neighborhood built with carports.  These 

houses then max out the FAR and are built 400 sf to 800 sf over what is allowed.  

When the new homeowner wants to enclose the carport to protect that 

expensive car and hide all the junk we have in our garages they enclose the 

garages.  This becomes a code violation.  (Information Bulletin205, SDMC 11.3.2)  

We are asking the applicant to enclose the garages now and remove 400 sf from 

each house in the development. 

Following are examples of the garages that are enclosed.  If you see a house that 

looks a lot bigger than the neighbors’ chances are there was a carport in its 

history that is now a garage.  The following examples would look more in 

character with the neighbors if 400 sf were taken away. 
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1224 Virginia Way  Carport with 3 sides enclosed
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Garage with 4 sides enclosed 

 

Carport 100%CARPORT 100% ENCLOSED 
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5633 Taft

On the left you see a 2 story structure.  This was shown to DPR as a carport with 

access from alley above and below was an open patio.  It was converted to a 

garage and pool house.  This takes the square footage 800 sf over the FAR.  The 

square footage of this house with maximum FAR would be 2,950 based on a 5,000 

sf lot.  This shows 3,605 sf. 
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7431 Olivetas 

Carport enclosed on 3 sides on West side of residence.  
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5549 Waverly 

Street View 

 

Alley 
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South Property line enclosed 

North side enclosed 
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5621 Beaumont 

4 sides enclosed 

Garage door lifted in photo 
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5625 Beaumont 

Carport with 3 sides enclosed.  
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5670 Linda Rosa 

 

 



Kolmar Carport to Garage 

12 
 

0  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kolmar Carport to Garage 

13 
 

5658 Linda Rosa 
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North side enclosed 
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